Charlotte “Thunder Road” Marathon Trip Notes
December 11-15, 2008

I survived.  This was the 12th full marathon of the year.  I qualified for 2nd tier of Marathon Maniacs way back and half the states are now completed (though neither am I pursuing very intently) proving that I do love headlines.  Completed:  

· 31 marathons 

· 26 states marathons 

· 12 marathons and 10 half marathons this year beating my 8 and 8 in ’08 goal

· 6 marathons in 5 months Feb-Jun ‘08

· 5 half marathons in 4 weeks Sep-Oct ‘08  

· 5 marathons in 8 weeks Oct-Dec ‘08  

Just as important – I’m still injury free -- but I’m touching wood!  

Charlotte Marathon gave unique weather in that it was 27 degrees at the start and around 50 degrees at the finish.  It also gave some unique challenges which I'll explain, but overall, I had a good time finishing, if not a good finish time.  We were lucky that our hotel was close to the start line allowing us to leave at 7:50am for an 8am start and thus staying warm.  We were equally fortunate that the finish line was nearby.    

 

We were not as lucky that our hotel's power went out during dinner the night before and get restored until 2am, necessitating laying out our clothes and organizing in the dark, not to mention the worry about what would happen to a start line with no electricity.  We were not lucky that our hotel's toilet didn't work all of the night or the morning of the marathon.  (Something is wrong with this picture -- in Philadelphia the toilet malfunctioned too.)   Maybe it had something to do with our being on the 13th floor?  That's not just because 13 is an unlucky number but more likely because the electric pump that supplies water to the upper floors was broken.  We were also not lucky that Charlotte is amazingly hilly and though the hills are small they are continuous and unrelenting.  And if one needed to find their icy and numb butt for a couple of port-a-potty stops during the marathon, such was not lucky either if not darned near impossible.  It was only at the last minute that we decided to wear shorts instead of warm pants, a decision that was good for the second half of the run, but not the earlier 27 degree weather.    
 

My finish time of 5:33 might have been my slowest for a long time, but it made me plenty happy especially considering this was my 5th marathon in 8 weeks, my 12th marathon of the year (my 31st in total), and that I haven't run a single step since the Northern Central Trail Marathon 2 weeks ago.  I'd felt a bit out of sorts recently and couldn't imagine why . . . . duhh.  My running held up decently through the first half at 2:39 but then I reverted to mostly all walking for the second half.  I remember that my hips never bothered me at the recent dirt trail marathon two weeks ago and only did so on this hilly marathon with all concrete and asphalt.  My final time no matter gave me a 3rd Place in Age Group (out of 5) so at least I wasn’t the last into the finish line.  Serious marathoners say “why bother” about my slow finishing time, but I’m totally happy and enjoyed the event and course very much and the camaraderie of other runners even more.   
Charlotte Marathon gets our vote as a good marathon.  All was not perfect but plenty enough so that I’d think it will be a new and upcoming top ten on somebody’s list.  
· Start line was just outside the convention center where bathrooms and warmth were available.  

· Hotels were numerous, convenient and well priced.   
· Pasta party reverted to local restaurants with a helpful list in the goody bag.  I think that’s fair if not better.  
· Their website was only updated with entertainment and Saturday night events at the very last minute which is a pity for many of us missed it.   

· The course was interesting, varied, and ran both through downtown and outskirts including some unique villages.   I especially loved the huge, ancient and gnarly trees, the shop keepers and especially the butcher who stepped out of his shop, white soiled apron on, and cheered us.  
· Spectators were very enthusiastic and kind, though there weren’t a lot of them.  We love the southern accent.  
· Expo was much larger than expected and the sponsors were generous with their giveaways.  Some were unique such as the kitchen whisk, and helpful such as the re-usable hand warmers.  
· T-shirt was disappointing in cotton.  It was however long sleeved and many marathoners were caught by surprise by the cold and thus wore it for the run.  
· Official merchandise was interesting and varied but piecemeal with not a single size small except a pricey jacket.  Maricar chose a well-designed high tech shirt for $30 which seemed a bit much.  

· Volunteers were numerous, efficient, and most kind.  

· Finish line was well stocked, well manned, and near to the start line and numerous hotels.  It does close down completely at 6:00.  There were a number of marathoners who did not finish in time.    
· Food at the finish line was excellent and sponsored by a noodle company.  I ate four servings.  My friends waited for me (a long time!) and some ate as much but over 1 ½ hours.  
· The size is nicely small with 845 marathoners in ’07.   Something around 1000 in ’08.   
The Course from the website:  
	In addition to the challenge of running 26.2 miles, the Thunder Road Marathon will feature a mixture of the old and the new in Charlotte. From the start in the heart of Uptown Charlotte, you will quickly transition away from town on Randolph and Providence Roads. 

You will be heading back to Uptown after touring the oak-lined Foxcroft community near Sharon Road and Arbor Way.  As you near the Uptown area, you will pass through historic Myers Park, where you will see Queens Road meet Queens Road (West). Then it's on to the edge of the revitalized Dilworth community, and then through the South End before catching a glimpse of Bank of America Stadium, home to the NFL's Carolina Panthers. 

Now it's time to travel through the energetic North Davidson area (NoDa to Charlotteans), where people find a rich diversity of art, music and night life. 

From NoDa you will turn back after running along 35th Street, and then come back toward Uptown with a view of the historic Plaza-Midwood area, where early settlers to Charlotte made their homes. 

You are nearing the home stretch as you travel on one of the oldest thoroughfares in Charlotte, Central Avenue.

As you turn right onto 7th street and its wide array of restaurants and antique shops, you will know that your journey has almost concluded. 

A short journey on McDowell and a right turn on 2nd Street bring you to the coveted finish, where you will be greeted by cheering spectators, a finisher's medal, and the satisfaction of knowing you have completed the Thunder Road Marathon!
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Charlotte as a tourist-destination is worth the visit but again, not perfect:  

· Downtown is small, interesting, and worth a couple days. 

· Public transport downtown is free and convenient.   It’s in historic trolleys.  Other tourist-sights require a car.  Taxis are cheap and there are even free taxis with advertisement.  

· The cityscape is filled with oak-shaded streets with a lot of public art set amidst parks and water features.  

· The big buildings are especially dramatic with most mirrored of other buildings images.  

· Weather should be desirable and I believe this cold streak was near record setting.  (My fault?  Have I not brought records at a number of marathons?)  

· Downtown is vibrant during the week but a near ghost town during the weekend.  Not that being quiet is all bad but quiet and wet and cold wasn’t good.  
· The tourist office gives free walking tours which we did on Friday.  

· The tourist offices provides walking tours of art/sculpture and of the fourth ward’s Victorian Painted Ladies homes, which I attempted to cover on Sunday late and on Monday.  

· Buildings and shopping malls are connected via underground or skyways.  

Charlotte is hailed as one of the “top 30 most visited U.S. cities” for a reason.  Within a short drive, they’ve got the US National Whitewater Center, the Billy Graham Library, and soon the NASCAR Hall of Fame.  There are many museums, and a few large stadiums.  Bank of America and Wachovia have vied to be top philanthropists but not two have become one and it’s a wonder what will happen.  There are cranes all over the city with huge sky-rises in the making and even a Ritz Hotel in the making.   Charlotte is said to be the largest banking headquarters after NYC.  
Charlotte claims to be the largest and most accessible city between DC and Dallas and that more than 60% of the country’s population lives within a 2-hour flight of Charlotte and over 6 million people live within a 100-mile radius, garnering the nickname of International Gateway to the South.  It is also the only place where housing prices continue to rise which doesn’t surprise me considering the number of people we hear who are lured by the low taxes.  

Downtown Charlotte is impressive.  Buildings are required to have art in their architecture and it shows.  However, within a very short drive there is a mixed picture.  The lack of building codes becomes apparent, trailer parks are out of control, recycle trash heaps coexist with shopping centers, and examples such as the little goat farm is charming but I wouldn’t want it in my backyard and it didn’t belong where I saw it evidencing a lack of governmental control.  

A recession?  You’d think with so many banks and the Wall Street fiasco, Charlotte might be hurting?  There is no appearance of any problem.  Building goes on.  Cranes abound.  Restaurants were booked and stopped taking reservations with waits averaging 45 minutes.  Our hotel couldn’t let me stay since it was booked solid.  Stores didn’t seem to have any trouble making sales.  Have you noticed all my past reports mentioning this complete disconnect between what’s being reported and what I’m seeing?  

Weather?  Well, we had a near record apparently because it was 27 degrees at the start.  The tour guide says that only half of the winter days fall below freezing and below zero temperatures have occurred only five times since 1878.  Snow is infrequent.  Then unlike summers in some Southern cities, very hot weather conditions of 90 degrees or more usually only occur 36 days each year, with the average summer temperature at 76 degrees.  
The Queen City?  It’s not what you might be expecting (smile.) The city was named after Queen Charlotte of Mecklenburg who was married to one of the King Georges, maybe George III. There is a statue of her outside of the hotel and one at the airport, if not more.  The tallest building in the city is the Bank of America Headquarters and if you look a closely at the top, you’ll find that the spire is in the shape of a crown.  

Our participants:  

· David Parker, aka Parker, is our friend from the Chesterfield Hotel in Palm Beach.  He’s now with Canyon Ranch in Miami Beach.   Maricar and I love him dearly for himself but there’s a special affinity here since we encouraged him to his first half marathon at Palm Beach and now he’s hooked.  He’s looking at 8 or 9 full marathons for 2009 and a 50 miler.  He’s surprised even himself to be very fast at 4 hours, which he found out by accident when he went with pacer friend Marie Bartoletti while in Cleveland and kept up with her at something well under 4:15.  He’s cute, he’s available though darned if we can figure out why with his bedroom eyes, and he’s as smart as can be with just one fun surprise after another.  Such as -- he played the tuba in an orchestra to get through college.  He excels in political and international sciences and doesn’t mind giving his well thought out opinions.  We love him!  

· Loudean Marks is his sister and Parker introduced her to us while in Atlanta where she ran her first half marathon.  This was her third half marathon and she WON in more ways than one:  she had a major PR and she’d lost a whole bunch of weight.  We won by knowing this kind, smart and pretty gal who we’d like to have as a sister.  Then she has this new little child of about 8 or 10 years old named Marie.  It’s the first child I’ve seen for years that I’d like to take home.  Sweet, big eyes, polite, inquisitive and pretty.  We get to see Loudean again in Miami during the late January Marathon but we don’t get to see Marie until we join them in Olathe Kansas for a marathon late March.  Loudean is on the board of the Olathe marathon and thus the invite and attendance.  Loudean and Parker grew up in Charlotte and Loudean was there for schooling.  
· Monica Nop is our friend we met at the Virginia Beach Shamrock marathon and we’ve followed her to a number of marathons since and will follow her more.  It’s easy to match up with her since she does 30 marathons in a year!  She’s a superwoman, can run a 50 miler one day and then a marathon the next day.  She also did the Tahoe Triple, meaning three full marathons in three days.  I know – just when I thought I was superwoman, then along comes running maniac Monica.  Monica decided to join us about two days before the event and it was a delight to have her company.  As an example of how we can all be silly together:  She invited us to her hotel for breakfast Sunday morning and we sat over breakfast, talking marathons, for three full hours!   

· Maricar everyone knows.  I generally forget this minority factor, especially when I tell people Maricar is my sister (smile) . . . Isn’t it a coincidence to have two Asian friends and yet another coincidence that they both arrived in our country as young kids of 8-12 years old, Maricar from the Philippines and Monica from Cambodia.  Both have this gorgeous soft and creamy skin that looks tanned that we’d all die for; both are amazing also for their adaptability.  
Getting there and back:  As I was leaving home on my way to Charlotte, my computer popped up with a notice of a change of flight and it was earlier by an hour.  Surprise!  I’ve had delays but never moving a flight up.  Our flight had been canceled so I urgently called Maricar and her chauffeur, husband Ian, so they’d make it to the airport by the new time of 2:30pm.  Surprise of all surprises, it was then delayed and delayed.  I think we got out at nearly 8pm and into Charlotte and the hotel around 10 or 10:30pm.  Returning to Newark could have been equally frustrating as we had to leave the Charlotte gate since there was no room for the plane, and yet Newark’s air controllers wouldn’t let us take off due to delays in landing.  Another surprise?  In neither case, I don’t think so.  I say it all could have been frustrating except that I have a computer, I have a book, and I have first class and a steady supply of wine, so I’m a happy camper.  

Next up?   I’m moving into holiday decorations sight-seeing.  Tom and I were almost glad to see holiday decorations in San Antonio despite it only being mid-November, then Maricar and I hoofed it through cold and windy Philadelphia to see their special trees and lights.  In MD the shopping centers and streets were festive.  Chicago came next and Chicago is famous for their Christmas decorations and I took it as a challenge to get into every shopping center, mall and major hotel to see their treats, with The Drake Hotel being the very best.  Well, maybe Marshall Field’s, now Macy’s, with the Walnut Room and multiple story tree was better.  Charlotte didn’t disappoint and a great number of our pictures were of holiday decorations.  This week I’m planning to see the lights of New York City and of course the Rockefeller Plaza tree, and then the piece d’ resistance, Paris, and especially Galleries Lafayette.   

After Christmas and New Year’s there will be running, yes.  I’m off to Mobile AL, Miami, DC, Little Rock, Olathe KS, Louisville’s Kentucky Derby, Capon Valley WV, and Buffalo, all for marathons, and all that is before May is over.  This February includes Florence, then hiking in Death Valley, starting and ending in Las Vegas, followed by Yosemite with a quest for the summit of Half Dome in June, that starting and ending in San Francisco.  There’s a wild idea of an August hiking trip in Alaska followed by the Anchorage Marathon but that’s on the back burner for now even though I did reserve my hotel . . . . .  
Sometimes I think the travel is decadent and sometimes I wonder about the recession, but I must say that of all the cities I’ve been to lately, there’s been a major disconnect from what I hear in the news and the spending I’m seeing.  Restaurants, theatres and shops have been full and I too am doing my best to help the economy.  

Too much you say?  A girl has to keep busy, right?  And think of all the memories I’ll have when I’m in my rocking chair.  Should you wish to see any of our trip photos please go to www.photoshow.net/tomskoi and scroll through. Should you wish to go hiking with me, do consider Death Valley in February, Yosemite in June and/or Alaska in August, all through www.timbertours.com who took me to Yellowstone and Grand Tetons last year.    
The End:  Maybe best of all (and you may be surprised to hear this) but I’m done with marathons for the year.  I look forward to a rest.  Tom’s and my upcoming long holiday in Paris is greatly anticipated.  We have a rented a lovely apartment and will spend Christmas and New Years there.  
Final Charlotte Stats: 
Parker: 4:01:09

Monica: 4:08:11 

Maricar: 5:06:49 
Loudean: 2:39:55 -- PR!     

Diana: 5:33:35 chip 5:36:24 gun; 12:12 pace; 3AG of 5; #929 of 1014 starters; #929 of 965 clocked to 6:00; #287 of 325 females; 1:14:54 10K; 2:39:42 split (it only cost 7 minutes to walk most of the 2nd half!); 
3:19:43 split 162; 4:10:19 split 20.  
Itinerary
Thu Dec 11 – Maricar and Diana 
3:30pm
Depart EWR to Charlotte via Continental #2953 
5:50pm
Arrive Charlotte – though we had multiple delays and cancellations and ended up into the hotel around 10pm.  Airport is 9.5 miles,15 minutes from city center and a $25 taxi ride.  
Hotel

Courtyard Charlotte City Center

237 S. Tryon Street, Charlotte, North Carolina 28202

Phone: 1-704-926-5800    Fax: 1-704-926-5801

Fri Dec 12 

11:00am
Expo at Charlotte Convention Center to 9pm 
Dinner

No official pasta dinner – see list of recommendations in race package

Sat, Dec 13

8:00am
Marathon, half marathon and relay start 


www.runcharlotte.com


This is 4th annual?  In 2007 had 5500 runners all-in – most were half marathoners 

There is an absolute 6 hour limit and the finish line closes down  


No toilets at start – use convention center.  

Sun, Dec 14 - Maricar
6:20pm
Depart Charlotte via Continental #2109 

8:37pm
Arrive EWR 

Mon, Dec 15 – Diana
5:23pm
Depart Charlotte via Continental #1551
7:30pm
Arrive EWR – again with major delays  

From www.marathonguide.com about last year’s event: 
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Train for the hills and endurance (about: 2007)
Course: 4 Organization: 5 Fans: 3
G. B. from Grayslake, IL (12/28/07)
6-10 previous marathons | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

The hills weren't big, but there were a lot of them. The first half I stayed on pace, which took everything out of me for the second half. Make sure you train for rolling hills/inclines, then endurance to stay on pace for the second half of the race. 
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A bit disappointing (about: 2007)
Course: 3 Organization: 4 Fans: 3
M. H. from Florida (12/22/07)
4-5 previous marathons | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

This was my fifth marathon. I had hoped that a town like Charlotte would have a little bigger feel than this race. The expo was pretty dinky. I had also hoped that in view of last year's comments, the organizers would have upped the t-shirts to technical running shirts. Not so. Also, the host hotel would only give you a 1 p.m. late checkout time. Pretty tight when the marathon starts at 8. In all, though, the course was pretty, the weather was good, the water stops were well organized and staffed, and the small pockets of fans were enthusiastic. 
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This one's a character-builder (about: 2007)
Course: 4 Organization: 5 Fans: 3
C. L. from Coastal North Carolina (12/21/07)
1 previous marathon | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

In retrospect, I'm thankful I ran this marathon. 

I'm not going to lie: the hills were grueling - but given that fact, I'm thankful that I can say I completed this challenge without stopping and I encourage others to take on this challenge too because it's quite a character-builder. 

Charlotte will always hold a special place in my heart because of this marathon. I gave my perseverance and sweat and the race gave me more courage than what I already had. 

Moreover, the convention center was a wonderful place to be before the race and the homes along the route were gorgeous. And who could forget the Charlotte skyline? Lovely. 
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Best "1,000 or fewer" marathon I have run (about: 2007)
Course: 4 Organization: 5 Fans: 4
P. R. from Washington D.C. (12/20/07)
1 previous marathon | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

Let me start by saying Charlotte is a great marathon. The weather was perfect - 40 degrees at start and finished at 65. There were clocks at every single mile and water/Gatorade stations every other mile. The course was well managed and great staff/volunteers at all points in the race. Finally the gentle ups and downs (what some are calling rolling hills) offer your legs a chance to use different muscles than when you run on flat surfaces the entire way. The first half is very scenic, so relax and enjoy it before buckling down for the less scenic but faster second half of the race. Perfect set up for negative splits if you run smart and within yourself. Great marathon. 
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Not as bad as the profile indicated (about: 2007)
Course: 3 Organization: 3 Fans: 1
C. G. from Marietta, Georgia (12/13/07)
50+ previous marathons | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

I almost did not register for the race after looking at the profile. It was scary. It needs to be displayed in a different way. Turned out the hills on the course were not nearly as bad as the profile and compared to most I have run. 

The registration form had a place to pay for the pasta dinner but nowhere on the website did it mention anything about the pasta dinner, the time or place. I did not participate. Another thing lacking was information about the bag drop. Nothing on the website about it. Us out-of-towners need as much information as we can get for planning purposes. As for crowd support, the only races where there is any crowd support are the big ones like NY, Chicago, Boston, etc. The only people cheering you on in the other races are friends and family of other runners. In the second half, when the runners got spread out, there needed to be some signs at the intersections where hard right or left turns were made. A couple times I had to stop and shout at the cop about which way I should go. Just a sign with an arrow on it would be great. 

All in all, a well-run, small race with good volunteers at the water stops and other places. I also liked being able to wait inside before the start even though it wasn't very cold this year.  Enjoyed everything but the warm weather. 

- A 50 States Finisher 
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Great Work, Organizers! (about: 2007)
Course: 3 Organization: 5 Fans: 4
k. w. from Charlotte (12/12/07)
6-10 previous marathons 

THE COURSE: I volunteered in 2005/2006 for this event and ran the half-marathon in 2007. I ran the entire marathon course on 2 separate days. Yes, this is a challenging course and it's no different from the Marine Corp Marathon ending on an uphill. I will say, it would be nice to have a course that avoids the rundown areas. 

THE SPECTATORS: It's a small race, so you're going to have small crowds. Those that came out to cheer were very enthusiastic. Thanks for the support! 

THE ORGANIZATION: I was overwhelmed by the organization of this event. Everything from start to finish was "top-notch." It had the feel of a "mini" NY or Chicago. The expo was easy to navigate for packet pick up. The baggage area at the start seemed to be professionally done. Most of the water stops were well-stocked with fluids and volunteers; a few could have used more people. The finish line was unbelievable: lots of food and volunteers, cheering fans, banners, and music. There was certainly a lot of work put into this race. Again, it was a big marathon production on a smaller scale. Well done! 
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Great Race for Its Size (about: 2007)
Course: 4 Organization: 4 Fans: 3
J. L. from Georgia (12/12/07)
11-50 previous marathons | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

Great weather, continuous rolling hills, some very nice residential sections, and convenient expo and parking. I like the music and beer at the finish area. Not every marathon needs to be a giant. Sometimes marathons should be for running. This is it. 
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Great, Challenging Marathon (about: 2007)
Course: 4 Organization: 4 Fans: 5
D. N. from Houston, TX (12/11/07)
11-50 previous marathons | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

I thought they did a very solid job at Charlotte. I liked that the start and finish were so close to the host hotel. The expo was smallish but I found a pair of shoes, which made it very worthwhile. The pasta dinner was the smallest I've ever attended. The spaghetti was tasty but for 12 bucks I would've appreciated being able to get second helping. I don't criticize a marathon for weather but it was great anyway. The course features rolling hills and it's not for PR's - challenging but very enjoyable. The aid stations were very well supplied. Spectators were very supportive and I think the police did a great job with the Sat. morning traffic. The medal is nice, but the shirt is cotton and not memorable. Keep up the good work, people! 
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Surely there has to be a better course layout! (about: 2007)
Course: 2 Organization: 4 Fans: 4
G. K. from Northeast Tennessee (12/11/07)
11-50 previous marathons | 1 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathon 

Having your name in big letters on the race bib is a great idea. People yelling your name as you're flagging helps perk you up. This helped make up for the surprisingly small crowds, especially since we ran through mostly residential areas. 

That said, the course is hideous. Two different marathons in Charlotte and both have been on very grueling courses. Also, there were more turns on this race than any two other marathons combined. Great city at a great place on the calendar, but the course needs work. 
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This was my 4th marathon and second here. Great. (about: 2007)
Course: 5 Organization: 5 Fans: 5
Michael Stone from Hickory NC (12/11/07)
4-5 previous marathons | 2 Charlotte's Thunder Road Marathons 

This event was VERY WELL organized from music to fans to food. THANKS!! 




Canceled but a good choice too:

Hampton Inn

530 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd (2nd Street) at Caldwell, Charlotte, NC

(cross South Brevard to College Street, over one block to 3rd at host hotel)

Tele: 704 373 0917  

Marathon rate is $99 includes breakfast, free parking, coffee maker, and free internet 

4 miles to city center, AAA 3-star 

Other good potentials: 

Hilton Charlotte Center City on 222 E. Third at $149, 3-star, and .2 to city center 

Hilton Garden Inn Charlotte, 508 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd at $129, 3-star, and .4 to city center 
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At the start of each event we will have 
Brittany Starnes signing the National Anthem.
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 Blind Manifest – Marathon Finish Line 
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Blind Manifest, from Cramerton, NC, is one of the top variety and cover bands in the Carolinas (5-star rating from Gigmasters). With a variety of music from Buffett to Beach, the Stones to The Commodores, Stevie Ray to Stevie Wonder, and over 100 years of combined experience, it is a show not to miss. The 2008 season has included a combination of private events, from Weddings to Fundraisers, and public performances, from Oceanfront deck parties to Childress Vineyards. All this variety means there is something for everyone! 

Blind Manifest is Don Conrad, Dave Costner, Brian Lewis, Tad Hough, and Tim Cloninger. For more information, visit us online at www.blindmanifest.com. 
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 The Thunder Brothers – Marathon Finish Line
[image: image36.jpg]


Kevin Schronce, Keny Ray Poovey, Bobby Blackwelder, and Ace Philbeck are the Thunder Brothers. Kevin Schronce and Keny Ray Poovey, who have been playing together since 1980 when the pair formed a well know group called Lizzy Borden. After years on the road they took a more regional approach so their kids would know them by name. More recently the two have been with several other regional acts like Lighting Heart, Biff Stiff and the Splinters. In 1999 they were forced to regroup adding Bobby Blackwelder on drums with his ultra rhythm and percussion style seldom seen in this region. Bobby has years of experience performing up and down the east coast for many years. Ace Philbeck is the newest member of the band and a highlight in the show. Ace has played with many notables such as The George Hatcher Band, Patty Lovelace and numerous studio sessions. 

The music of The Thunder Brothers can best be described as a mix of classic/southern rock n roll, pop, and dance tunes that are sure to keep you out of your seat. The Thunder Brothers currently have two albums available on CD, and are working on their third, due out early in 2009. Check out some of their original music at www.myspace.com/thethunderbrothers

 
Fan Zones Along the Course


[image: image17.jpg]


Mile 1.7 – Presbyterian Hospital
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Kiss 95.1 and K104.7 will keep you going as you start to head down Randolph Road.  Whether it is top 40 or holiday music, Kiss and K will keep you moving! 

 [image: image18.jpg]


  Mile 8.5 – Wendover & Sharon Road  
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Need a reason to keep moving?  Well, Charlotte’s #1 Country Music Station will definitely keep your feet moving! 
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  Mile 12.34 – Dilworth Neighborhood Grille
911 E Morehead St
Charlotte, NC 28204
(704) 377-3808 

Rock out to Thirsty Horses on the corner of Morehead and McDowell as the Half Marathoners complete mile 12.34, less than a mile from the finish line! DNG will be selling Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s, non-alcoholic beverages, breakfast pizza and other tasty treats.  Bathrooms and heated tent available.

Walking there:  1 mile from Start Line.  Head West on S. College Street.  Turn left onto E. Stonewall St.  Turn right onto McDowell St.  DNG will be on your left at the corner or Morehead and McDowell.  0.8 mile from Finish Line.  Head South on 2nd Street.  Turn right onto McDowell St.  DNG will be on your left at the corner or Morehead and McDowell.

Thirsty Horses
An acoustic rock/pop trio from Statesville/Lake Norman consisting of members Brett Milstead, Brad Clanton and David Holmes.  Formed in 2005, the band covers a broad range of music from the Beatles to U2 and The Fray, in addition to some Thirsty Horse originals.  Currently touring the area on their “My Ugly Girlfriend Tour,” the Horses aim to please with a simple formula: songs laced with two and three-part harmonies and melodic guitars.  www.thirstyhorses.net
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  Mile 13.15 – Euclid Ave & Morehead Street
[image: image39.jpg]


Trewth
Trewth was formed in 2004 as a Christian outreach band.  It’s roots are traced to an outreach for the homeless in Gateway Village in the summer of 2005, to leading worship at various churches.  Since then, the band has played numerous concerts and venues sharing the joy of being a Christian through music.  The band twice toured through the Gulf coast area and New Orleans playing several benefit concerts following the Hurricane Katrina disaster.
The band is led by worship leader, singer-songwriter Tim Trew who writes the original material for the band.  Mike Pearn, who plays bass at Next Level church in Charlotte, has been with the band since its inception.  His wife, Kay is a vocalist.  The band added two new players in 2008.  Dan Allen is on drums and Pete Amisano on lead guitar.  They are both committed to the vision and music style of the band.  The music style is Christian rock with a mix of original songs and covers.  The band strives to maintain high energy throughout their concerts by pouring out the gifts of musicianship, all for the glory of God.
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Mile 13.95 – Charlotte Art League 

1517 Camden Rd
Charlotte, NC 28203
(704) 376-2787

Enjoy art exhibits before and after your runner passes directly by the Charlotte Art League, located at mile 13.95. Hot beverages, small breakfast snacks and bathrooms (handicap accessible) available.  Also, the “Gem Show” exhibit, featuring original art, will be available for viewing and purchase at an affordable price.

Getting there:  Charlotte Art League is located 100ft from the Bland Street Station.  Hop on the Lynx train at the 3rd Street/Convention Center Station heading outbound following the start of the race.  Get off at the Bland Street Station and head left toward the Trolley Museum.  Follow the walkway to Camden Road.  Turn left, and the Charlotte Art League will be the second building on 
the left. 
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Mile 14.8 – Tremont & Tryon Streets
EE Waddell High School, home of the Raiders, will join in the fun of the race as their Marching Band will keep you grooving as you approach Mile 15.  The EE Waddell Marching Band is lead by Director Katrina Dingle.  
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Mile 15.1 – West Blvd & Mint Street 
[image: image41.jpg]


Watch out for the Wilmore Neighborhood Association residents as they cheer on the runners at theWilmore Community Center.  Wilmore and Charlotte residents – join the party!  Bring some coffee and a blanket and you’ll be set for some fun!
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Mile 15.1-15.5 – Make Your Mark 
Get ready for some rowdy fans as the kids of the Wilmore Neighborhood Association’s Make Your Mark line Mint Street with banners, signs and themselves!  These kids, aged 5-17, are no ordinary neighborhood kids – they come ready with original dances and cheers specifically for the marathoners! 
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  Mile 15.4 – Mint Street & Park Ave
Greater Galilee Baptist Church’s Mass Choir will help you pick up the pace with their uplifting voices and songs. 
The Greater Galilee Baptist Church has a holistic approach to ministry, aim to reach and teach the lost through Outreach and Evangelism, aiding the disenfranchised through Mission, Outreach, Evangelism and Benevolence. 
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Mile 16 – Mint & Morehead Streets
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Located at the corner of Mint and Morehead, in the shadow 
of Bank of America Stadium, the CPI Securities/WFNZ Doghouse 
is the home of the greatest tailgate party in Charlotte before each home NFL game, THE place to be.
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Mile 18.05 – Trade & Caldwell Streets – Time Warner Cable Arena
	"DJ Mr.Famous"
Jonathan Chamblin 
DJ/Owner - Famous Records, Inc.  
Contact Info: djpolar@graffiti.net 
(704) 241-5568 
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· Performing DJ services for your Corporate Events, Weddings/Commitment Ceremonies, Business Openings, General Celebrations & Parties, Birthday Parties, Dance Parties and various club events......if you need your crowd to dance or just enjoy music of your choice for your special event, call DJ Mr.Famous! 

· Specialize in all genres of music - will perform to satisfy your need for your preferred genre of music and event.  

· 8 years DJing along the east coast and always a crowd favorite! 

· Rates vary upon booking - willing to negotiate accordingly - ALWAYS PROFESSIONAL! 
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Mile 19.55 – Parkwood Ave & North Davidson Street
DJ Chuck Berman from Sound System’s DJ.  Sound System's DJ's is the perfect answer to all of your sound needs. Whether it's a small family event, or an 800 guest extravaganza, we have the experience to make any your event a success. Our goal is to make your upcoming event a complete success. We do this by providing a personal service with great attention to detail at a very reasonable rate. 

 

[image: image30.jpg]


Mile 20.5 – 35th Street & North Davidson Street - NoDa
Evening Muse
The Muse brings acoustic music and much more to Charlotte in a great-sounding room.  Excellent original artwork on the walls, a great selection of beer and wine, and music from some of the finest local and regional talent.  The Muse is located in the NoDa Arts District in Historic North Charlotte, a great neighborhood with a diverse mix of galleries, shops, restaurants and homes.  While we are a non-smoking venue, smoking is permitted outdoors in front of and alongside the building.  All concerts and events are open to all ages unless otherwise specified.

The Evening Muse will host a Thunder Road Marathon After Party on Saturday, December 13 at 8 PM – Until. 
Join several other restaurants in NoDa for a 
Thunder Road Marathon After Party and Specials
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Revoluntion Pizza & Ale House
Beer and Pizza Specials Live Music  
Runners and Volunteers wear your tee shirts for Special Deals 

Hand-made Stone Fired Pizzas
Small Plates, Salads & Sandwiches
Gelato & Sorbetto Made Daily
Over 20 Craft & Micro Beers on Draft
                
Located in the Heart of NoDa - N. Davidson St. & 36th Street
3228 N. Davidson 
704.333.4440 

 

All participants and volunteers are welcome!  In addition, several local area NoDa Restaurants will be providing marathon specials to participants and volunteers.
Thank you NoDa for your support!
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  Mile 23 – Central Ave – JAH Creation

JAH Creation Reggae Band, based out of Wilmington, NC, 
brings an irie vibe with some of the best roots reggae music
around. A full time tour de force, JAH Creation runs the circuit 
between the Florida Keys and the Jersey Shores, averaging between 15-20 shows per month. No matter what age, race, or creed, everyone seems to love their original songs, as well as the classic covers that they perform. They have opened for some of the biggest reggae acts in the world, including Culture, Israel Vibration, Yellowman, Steel Pulse, Third World, Burning Spear, Eek-A-Mouse, and The Wailers. The band has also appeared in two feature films produced in the Cape Fear area entitled Ulterior Motives, and Retribution, released in 2002. In addition, Jimmyjams has appeared twice on The WB Hit show "One Tree Hill," and in a national ESPN commercial. Tracks from their CD’s are being heard all over the East Coast, from Key West, FL to Charlotte, NC to Baltimore, MD to NYC, and all over the world via Live365 internet radio. Whatever the situation, the band’s mission is to bring the people positive music, irie vibes, and to spread the message of Love, Respect, and Unity. 
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Mile 24 – Hawthorne High School
DJ Todd Nice 
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Mile 25.35 – McDowell & 7th Streets
49er Gold Dusters - The team is made up of talented, 
hard working, dedicated dancers. They perform at Charlotte 
49ers women’s and men’s home basketball games, but can be 
seen throughout the school year at other sporting events such as soccer, baseball, volleyball, etc. Every year the Gold Dusters compete nationally at the NDA collegiate dance competition held in Daytona, Florida where they have consistently placed in the top 5 including two national championship titles since their debut in 1996. The dance team is also very active in the community and participates with many charitable organizations such as the Susan G Komen Breast Cancer Walk and the Special Olympics.
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