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Dale Chihuly exhibit at Botanical Gardens

September 17, 2017

Chihuly Exhibit At New York Botanical Gardens; Lunch At Antonio’s Trattoria, Arthur Ave - known as Little Italy - itinerary: Explore breathtaking works of art that dazzle with color, light, and form. Artworks by world-renowned artist Dale Chihuly will be on view in his first major garden exhibition in New York in more than ten years. Chihuly, will showcase approximately 20 installations and include drawings and early works that reveal the evolution and development of Chihuly’s artistic process during his celebrated career. The Garden’s dramatic vistas become living canvases for work created specifically for NYBG, showcasing the artist’s signature organic shapes in brilliant colors. A guided walking tour of the exhibit and a guided tram tour of the gardens. Relax and refresh as you’re treated like family feasting on authentic Italian fare emulating Nonna’s home cooking at Antonio’s Trattoria. 
Above is what we are supposed to do. It never goes smoothly. So many reasons I like the Brookdale College educational tours but they are always full of planning errors. Errors that are sometimes so egregious that on my last trip their planned restaurant had no way to accommodate our numbers and many people never got their food. 
This trip was somewhat irresistible as I have always enjoyed the Chihuly glass works. I understand the dissension over his not personally doing all of his work, but Rembrandt had a whole factory full of helpers too. Frank Loyd Wright as an architect came up with the ideas and someone else makes it happen. If you want to learn more about that discussion and court case, see New York Times article of August 22, 2017 called "Chihuly art: A legacy under siege". Is it sad that he is being sued?  
A few years ago while in Las Vegas at a Chihuly studio there was a piece of glass I maybe should have had. As Tom is known for saying, the only items that we are sorry about purchasing were those we didn't purchase.  
Pros:
-Films on Dale Chihuly, the New York botanical garden history, the Arthur Ave area while in the bus. 
-Someone else doing the driving and planning. 
-New ideas.  New social contacts. New restaurants. 
-Memories of Tom being a guest speaker here.  In the 90s? 
Cons: 
-Lots of old folks who go super slow.  Ask silly questions. Over and over again. 
-An 11:30 AM tram reservation that didn't happen until 12:15 PM.  
-Always late coming in and thus I missed my art history class
Not only was the Dale Chihuly exhibit a bright spot but also the restaurant in Little Italy was a Wow. Antonio's in Little Italy of the Bronx made a friend when, instead of sitting down with everyone else, I stopped by the bar and found grappa!  
The food was super, extensive, and my refrigerator has another meal or two in it now. And I probably have an extra pound or two in me too. 
Antipasto galore. Calamari. Two pastas with one being a shell pasta with Broccoli Rabe, and one vodka penne, Maincourse choices of a seafood, a chicken dish with garlic green beans and a veal park layered with spinach. Everything was wonderful and accompanied by all the wine you could drink and I did it justice. If Antonio's were not two hours away, we would return. I'm sorry that I missed pictures of all but one of the dishes. 
On a somewhat different but very sweet note, we have heard about Tom's lost bag from Barcelona. The good Samaritan old man who gave us a ride to the taxi stand and saved us from missing our flight, has found Tom's carry bag and his son emailed us when we came home from the botanical garden.  There may be a recovery yet and certainly a warm fuzzy feeling towards humanity. 
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The End.  Except to say that The Bronx is nothing like in the late 1980 when I commuted between Woodbridge NJ and Fairfield CT for work which took me across the Cross Bronx Expressway and car after car burned out on the side of the road.  Now it looks like decent.  


