Mardi Gras and Marathon in February 2007
Mon, Feb 19 - Diana
Departed Newark mid-morning arriving in New Orleans early afternoon to shuttle into town. I’d been hesitant to go alone based on all the bad press on crime in New Orleans but alas I could find no one else willing to go, or able to go, I should say.  Maricar would go anywhere, but she’s a teacher.  My friend Ellen’s comments were just enough to encourage me to not lose this opportunity and in the back of my mind was the fact I’d lived in Viet Nam and besides how bad could it be.  

Shuttle from airport was easy and reasonable.  Holiday Inn Downtown was chosen because it was within steps of the infamous Superdome, home of the start and finish line.  Also because it had just been renovated and the price was very reasonable.  I found it filled with the Army Military Police who were supplementing the local slim police department.  We were within a few blocks from the French Quarter and St Charles with the best parade viewing.  At first the empty buildings and number of blacks was disconcerting until I realized this was just a state of life in New Orleans which came to feel like a foreign country and not unsafe at all.  (Note that their blacks might be from Haiti, Canary Islands, or any number of others in addition to American blacks.)  
The largest of the parades was starting at Riverwalk with the Coast Guard Cutter delivering Rex for starting of festivities.  They continued on to where my evening grandstand tickets were.  I picked up two sets of tickets from the Prince Conti Hotel in the French Quarter, serving as my first introduction (this trip) to the famous Vieux Village.  It had been since 1994 that I’d been in New Orleans and I expected major changes.  Not so – the French Quarter remains probably nearly the same as it’s been since the Spaniards rebuilt it.  Many miles later, with a couple hours at the grandstand, I felt renewed with New Orleans and relieved that my little touristy area was much the same and certainly safe enough.  
Tue, Feb 20 - Diana
The town closes down for Mardi Gras Day.  No tours.  Heck, they couldn’t get around if they wanted to.  My grandstand seating was at 201 St Charles Street which was helpful since it was open all day with toilets and food.  Zulu, Rex, Elks & Crescent City parades - Mardi Gras Day starts out with the Zulu parade. Characters such as 'Mr. Big Stuff' and the 'Witch Doctor' bequeath the most-prized golden coconuts to those who are truly lucky. Other throws include medallions, spears, and an abundance of stuffed animals and toys for the little ones. Following Zulu is 'King of Carnival' Rex, the oldest and most venerable Krewe in New Orleans.  Founders of the Mardi Gras colors of purple (justice), green (faith) and gold (power), Rex reigns over Mardi Gras with beauty and generosity.  Finishing up the day are the Truck Krewes of Elks and Crescent City.  
Not only does one have a commanding and comfortable view from our grandstand seating, but the floats stop in front and bombard you with beads and gifts, piling high on the ground and around necks.  People act crazy but not as crazy as those begging beads in the French Quarter.  

I got myself headed towards the Ultimate Costume Contest on corner of St Ann and Bourbon Streets and must confess that it was somewhat shocking.  One can see pictures on www.nola.com of the bare bodies, some painted and some not.  More drag than not.  Lots of happy liberated people and plenty of drink starting (or continuing) even in the morning hours.  You know that in New Orleans the bars are always open and they simply automatically ask if you want that drink To Go and most of us find ourselves walking the streets with a drink in hand.  Canal Street to Jackson Square in the French quarter certainly deserves its reputation for shocking nudity, and yet just blocks away in the St Charles Avenue area its very much a family atmosphere.  

There were no tours on Fat Tuesday – the town does NOTHING but Mardi Gras.  

Wed, Feb 21 – Diana with Maricar arriving near midnight 

Started the day early with a 4 hour mini van city tour which included some of the ninth ward and disaster areas.  By early afternoon I was able to rejoin the crowd in the French Quarter and marvel at how the tons of beads, beer cups and trash had been scooped out and everything was amazingly clean.  I’d heard that the party goes to midnight on Tuesday when the police come through with bull horns announcing the party is over, and behind them are always another line of police followed by another line of riot squad, and the scoop through the city ending the party.  Despite that, I thought there were some poor left over soles in the French Quarter and I’m sure my evening Haunted History Tour included a mother and daughter who’d had too much for a couple days and carried it on into the evening.  The walking tour included a stop at a bar (with haunted history) in case anyone needed the hair of the dog that bit them.  

My walking must have been miles and included the Mardi Gras Museum on Jackson Square, the shops and the tourist office who suggested The Gumbo Shop for Cajun cooking.  My kind of cooking to be offered red beans and rice with rich and spicey sausages.  Then I didn’t mind getting my directions wrong and ending up way over on Esplanade and I simply took another route home.  I’d say it was a renewal of acquaintances with New Orleans but its really been since 1994 so there was much I’d forgotten.  Years ago I’d had business trips to New Orleans and also two aquaculture conferences with the last one being early in the Mardi Gras season and where I’d been a guest speaker at the conference.  
Maricar arrived sometime after midnight, taking the shuttle same as I had, and we then talked until 2am and then suddenly she was out like the light.  She has the ability to fall asleep even with a book in her hand.  

Thu, Feb 22 

The day started with full breakfast and bignets (their famous flat dough that can only be compared to donuts that are powder sugar glazed.)  We chose Café Bignet on Bourbon Street in the heart of the town’s parties and the heart of their history.  I think the bignets are the calling card for Café Bignet as the best part of breakfast was being in a small courtyard off Bourbon Street, but it was also the start of Author Robert Florence’s Historic New Orleans Walking Tours. www.tourneworleans.com.  We had a morning French Quarter tour and later an evening Ghosts and Spirits tour, meeting at Snook’s farther down Bourbon Street for the evening tour.  In between took us via mini bus about 40 minutes out of town and then via boat on a Swamp Tour of the Bayou.  By coincidence our boat’s tour guide was a retired LTC Marine and the Marine Corps Marathon race director in year’s past.  Dinner was the first of two (or was it three?) stops at Acme Oyster House for food laden with oil and more oil.  I don’t think there was anything on the menu not fried.  
I gave up on going into the museums which were on my list as there was just too much other stuff to see.  I considered staying over but 8 days was quite a bit of time to be gone.  I would have gone into the World War II Museum, the Urseline Convent where there was a Vatican mosaics display as never before seen in this country, and into the Cabildo on one side of cathedral with the temporary Katrina exhibit by National Geographic.  It’s nice to have another reason to go back.  
Fri, Feb 23
We walked the 2 miles or more one way to the start of the Garden District/Cemetery Tour.  One used to take the St Charles cable car but it has not been restored since Katrina.  The tour guide didn’t look the part but he sure knew his stuff and even convinced me to try a book by the famous novelist Ann Rice.  Never thought I’d read “Interview with a Vampire” but I might even find another of her books as they are set in New Orleans and deal with a favorit subject for the city – VooDoo.  

I think we managed another stop at Acme Oyster House as well as dessert at Café Beignet but came in early for some well needed and deserved rest but not before stopping at the Hotel Intercontinental Downtown/Central Business Area for our expo and packet pick up.  The shirt was purple, high tech, as bright and bold as Mardi Gras should be, and we were happy.  
Sat, Feb 24
I’d told Maricar about the Weather Channel/Audubon Society’s IMAX at the Aquarium called “Hurricane on the Bayou” and as I was totally willing to see it (and cry) again, so that was our early morning effort, but not after a breakfast buffet at the hotel and meeting a bunch of Texan ladies who were running the marathon (or was that the day before?)  We were sort of jealous that there were men folks spectating for them until we remembered that our men folks would probably hate us if they had to listen to all our marathon talk.  
At noon found us catching the mini bus tour of the city and the disaster area with the well known Tours by Isabelle.  Post Katrina 70 miles around city for 3 ½ to 4 hours prepared us for some of what we’d see on the marathon course.  It was heart wrenching and even though it has been since August 2005 for the storm, it was still much more than we could have envisioned.  Areas just got electricity and street lights.  Areas still don’t know if they can rebuild or not.  Areas have rebuilt but can’t inhabit.  Zillions of houses have FEMA trailers in the front yard, as do the few schools that have opened.  
Sun, Feb 25 

It’s always a dream to get up and walk 2 blocks to the start of a marathon and this was the case with a 7am start.  The Superdome was set up better than any start/finish line we’d seen and runners were about as loose and easy going as the locals.  No one even lined up until about 7am.  

Course was one of the best destination marathons outside of San Francisco with never a dull moment.  We were served martinis complete with olives, draft and bottled beer (picture a runner with froth coming out his beer bottle!), men in red dresses hugging all the girls, costumes galore, and always a lot of enthusiasm, all on top of sights, parks, downtown and French Quarter, disaster areas and rich suburbs.  A complex and unique selection of sites.  At one point we carried a huge flag so as to relieve a runner.  

Once you've completed the Marathon (there was also a Half) you’ve got a post event party located up at the top deck of the Superdome.  There was live entertainment, Subway sandwiches, Blue Runner Red Beans & Rice, Michelob draft beer, Elmer's Chee Wees, water and Gatorade but no massage therapists as had been expected.  Then it was to the hotel (again a dream to be so close) for a bucket of ice in a cold tub to cut down on any inflammation.  
See below for Maricar’s list of reasons to run this marathon.  Diana’s include:  

1. Location, location, location.  So much to see and do and it’s pleasantly like a foreign country.  

2. Lots of fluid stations, food, and entertainment on the way.  From the men in red dresses serving draft beer (yes, I did) and the Audubon Park boys serving martinis (yes, I did), there was never a dull moment even though there were only 1,100 marathoners (many more half marathoners.) 

3. Service oriented from bicycle helpers, local people offering food and drinks, and even calling out your name two different times.  

4. Start and finish line easy to get to from many hotels and well laid out. 

5. Simple and easy expo with a classy purple high-tech and colorful shirt.  

6. Katrina – I’d thought New Orleans needed US, but I found that it was ME who needed New Orleans.  What a breath of fresh air and pleasant surprise to find such lovely and happy people despite the disasters they’ve lived through.     

7. Wonderful people running, wonderful spectators, wonderful volunteers!   I just can’t think of a single complaint.   

We knew to walk a lot in the afternoon after the marathon and yet we ended on the Steamboat Natches for a dinner cruise (buffet of local foods) and live commentary tour as well as live Jazz musicians.  But not before starting with dessert on the balcony of a French Quarter Jackson Square eatery, and ending with beignets at Café du Monde.  I don’t know how we’d eaten since we’d already consumed Fried Chicken at Mother’s Restaurant in the afternoon.  We’d walked by Mother’s before and I thought it was a soup kitchen, then we found that it is home to cheap southern cooking that’s as well known as it is good.  

Mon, Feb 26

We’d intended to go via ferry to the Mardi Gras Floats Museum out on Algiers but we’d done a quick walk through that historic area a day or two before and since time was short, we walked again into the French Quarter and took in tours of two historic homes.  Afterwards we hurried by the new home of Brad Pitts and Angela Jolie on the far side of the French Quarter.  They’d just paid about $3.5 million and were filming a new Benjamin series movie and we half expected to see Brad who had stayed in town despite the Oscars.  
As a final farewell, Maricar couldn’t bear to part without another bag of beignets so we went by Café Beignet for a last taste and she was insistent on having her picture taken looking like a true tourist -- powered sugar on her face and down her front, with no care in the world.  Is it any wonder that Tennessee Williams, William Faulker, (we heard they drank and drugged together in their day), Jimmy Buffett, Fats Domino, and all sorts of people find New Orleans to be their favorite place in the world.  

A taxi to the airport took us to another Acme Oyster House and more fried food.  Yep, 9 pounds of grease to quote Maricar.  And guess who flew home first class, thrilled all the way, and consuming three glasses of wine in celebration of her Mardi Gras week and marathon.  Another destination marathon that will live on in memory and count as the 2nd in our series of 7 in ’07, as well as being our 5th in 5 months.  
	2007 MARDI GRAS MARATHON TO START AND FINISH AT THE SUPERDOME 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.mardigrasmarathon.com/article.php?story=home.dome&mode=print" 
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The 2007 Mardi Gras Marathon is proud to announce that the race will once again start at the Louisiana Superdome—and finish there, as well. After a massive post-Katrina cleanup recovery effort by Superdome officials, the Marathon was able to return to the 'Dome in 2006. The comeback of the Dome from center stage in the nation's worst disaster to a landmark of the city's rebirth set the stage for the terrific success of the 2006 event, with all proceeds going to the Katrina recovery effort. 

The Mardi Gras Marathon returns better than ever in 2007. Enjoy a marathon and half-marathon in one of the most exciting and historic cities in the USA. The New Orleans Track Club and Premier Event Management encourage everyone to come run with us and be a part of the city's continuing rejuvination. 
Our course takes you thru the picturesque French Quarter, Esplanade Ridge, Bayou St. John, Garden District, Uptown, Audubon Park. Flat and fast, no need for a course elevation map. New Orleans is below sea level, with the exception of one overpass, you're below sea-level the entire time on the course. The exciting finish is inside the famous Louisiana Superdome, host of more NFL Superbowls than any other city. You'll be the champion on Feb 25th! 


Hotels

Intercontinental Downtown/Central Business is host hotel approx 1 mile or 7 blocks away from Superdome or start/finish line; $229 Thurs, Fri, and Sat; $329 other days; Deposit required 

Holiday Inn across from French Quarter is about 2 blocks from the Superdome; $169 and no deposit; 

New renovation.
Registration Fees:

	Expo and Late Registration/Packet Pickup:
	Hotel Inter-Continental New Orleans, 444 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La 70130 Friday, February 23, 2:00PM until 7:00PM Saturday, February 24, 9:00AM until 7:00PM No day of race registration for Marathon/Half-Marathon. You may register for the 5K on the day of race prior to start.

	Entry fees Marathon:
	Early marathon entry rate
$65.00 if entered by October 9, 2006 
$75.00 if entered by December 25, 2006 
$90.00 if entered by February 18, 2007
$100.00 entry at the Health and Fitness Expo


	The 2007 Mardi Gras Marathon, Half Marathon and 5K Road Race 




Mardi Gras Marathon & Half Marathon
Sun., February 25, 2007
Start time 7am sharp!


Average Weather Conditions 
Average High 64F 
Average Low 42F 
In the 60s and 70s for 2007.  
Walkers are welcome at the Mardi Gras Marathon and Half Marathon.  The Marathon has a 7 hour course time limit.  The Half Marathon has a 4 hour time limit.   

	Awards: Marathon

Custom medallions presented to all official finishers at the finish line. Award divisions:

· 1st, 2nd, 3rd overall, 1st masters, 1st grand masters (presented at the finish)

· Age group awards (mailed out after race): 1st, 2nd, 3rd place 19-under thru 75 and over (5 year divisions)

 Our finish time was 5:33 which should give Diana a 2nd or 3rd in AG since there were so few runners.  

 


	New Orleans Food Fest 





Once you've completed the 2007 Mardi Gras Marathon / Half Marathon you will be directed to the post event party located near the finish line. Our 2007 celebration will offer live entertainment, Subway sandwiches, Blue Runner Red Beans & Rice, Michelob Ultra Beer, Elmer's Chee Wees, King Cake courtesy of Randazzo's Bakery, smoothies from Smoothie King, water courtesy of The Water Company, Gatorade, massage therapists, and other great activities provided to you by all of our great sponsors.   


	Contact Information

	Name:
	

	Address:
	The Mardi Gras Marathon 
New Orleans Track Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 8788 
Metairie, LA 70011
	

	Phone Number:
	866-454-6561 (Toll Free)
	

	Fax Number:
	504-454-6131
	

	Email:
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info@mardigrasmarathon.com 
	

	Official Race Website:
	http://www.mardigrasmarathon.com/
	

	
	

	

Runner Comments
	

	I have run this marathon, and I want to add my comments about it.
	


	Number of comments: 106 [displaying comments 1 to 11]
	More Comments: [ < 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 > ]

	Average Ratings: Course - [image: image9.png]
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I will be back. (2006)
Course: 5 Organization: 5 Fans: 5
M. K. from Memphis, Tennessee (3/28/06)
6-10 previous marathons | 1 Mardi Gras Marathon 

This is a well-organized event on a fast and interesting course. It was a poignant experience, of course, especially on the short loop that took us through the devastated Lakeview neighborhood. But the good humor of the people of New Orleans was on prominent display. 

One thing to be aware of among runners who are thinking about doing this marathon next year and leaving on the same day: The Holiday Inn Superdome tells you when you make your reservation that they can stretch the checkout time to 1 p.m. However, when you check in, they insist on noon. 

The race itself was a great experience. 
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NO Rocks! (2006)
Course: 5 Organization: 5 Fans: 4
p. k. from FL (2/21/06)
11-50 previous marathons | 1 Mardi Gras Marathon 

This was a bittersweet event, but I was very impressed by all that the organizers did to pull it off, from the national anthem, to the course, to the post-race party. Obviously, the marathon was scaled back this year, but the organizers and volunteers clearly put their hearts and souls into producing a great race! It did get a little lonely in the second half as the majority of the runners were in the half marathon, but the volunteers, NOPD, and citizens put their everything into cheering us on as we continued. A special "thank you" to those in Audobon Park, and the "red dress guys"! 
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New Orleans is recovering, great marathon! (2006)
Course: 4 Organization: 4 Fans: 2
G. B. from CT, USA (2/19/06)
11-50 previous marathons | 1 Mardi Gras Marathon 

I would call this a well organized event. Perhaps they could work on the parking garage backups. The flat and super fast course was aided by this year's ideal weather. I got a PR, not expecting that at age 45 in my 45th lifetime marathon. Food and post-race entertainment, atmosphere, on the plus side of average. A bit odd in this day of chip timing that there were no results or awards for the marathon. Much of New Orleans will be slow to recover, but as a visitor it is still a great city to run, eat, drink, and be merry. 
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New Orleans - Welcome Back! (2006)
Course: 5 Organization: 5 Fans: 5
J. M. from Utica (2/16/06)
11-50 previous marathons 

Well, it was worth the trip. I was stunned by what I saw in New Orleans. The video footage never measures up to what you see. The marathon course took the runners through everything - the good and the bad. Parts of the course made me cry as they were so devastated, while others made me smile for the way they have rebuilt themselves and the way they supported the race. You could see the pride of the locals as you passed their houses and neighborhoods and you could see the pride of the police and security that protected the areas and stopped traffic at the intersections. You could see the patience of the people in the parks who were out walking their dogs or enjoying a nice morning walk. The overall attitude is: We will move on and will survive. 

As a New Yorker I felt honored to run this marathon. I have run 33 now and done most of the big ones - I will say this, though, that this one was the most important ones I have done. New Orleans will be back and I was glad to be a small part of the rebuilding effort. I have nothing but praise for the organizers and volunteers for this event. For you guys to pull this off is amazing. Thank you so much for a wonderful experience. If you never did Mardi Gras before - do yourself a favor and run this marathon next year. I am sure it will be better than ever. 
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very fast and great weather (2006)
Course: 5 Organization: 5 Fans: 4
J. H. from Mississippi (2/16/06)
11-50 previous marathons 

This was my first Mardi Gras Marathon. I was really surprised at how fast the course was. I didn't PR or anything, but was running it as a training run and for a chance to see the city. Next year I may decide to race it. The expo was great along with the post-race party. The only downside to the marathon was all the L.S.U. fans down there. HOTTY TOTTY! 
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Not too shabby. (2006)
Course: 4 Organization: 4 Fans: 1
M. H. from Kansas (2/15/06)
4-5 previous marathons | 1 Mardi Gras Marathon 

The course was flat. The only negative point is that the roads are full of potholes. It's tough to accelerate or look around. No spectators after 13.1. 
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Great event, welcome back New Orleans (2006)
Course: 4 Organization: 4 Fans: 2
G. B. from Connecticut (2/12/06)
11-50 previous marathons | 1 Mardi Gras Marathon 

I would call it a very well organized event. Flat and super fast course aided by this year's ideal weather. I got a PR, was not expecting that at age 45 in my 45th lifetime marathon. Not many spectators, understandably. Perhaps they could work on the parking garage back-ups. 

Much of New Orleans will be slow to recover, but as a visitor, it is still a great city to run in, eat in, drink in, and be merry in. 




	[image: image19.png]


Two-Time Mardi Gras Marathon Runner 2003, 2004 (2004)
Course: 5 Organization: 5 Fans: 1
D. R. from New York (2/11/06)
6-10 previous marathons | 2 Mardi Gras Marathons 

I have run this race twice. I am a Dr. from New York, age 44, and I have run a 3:27 on this course. I think the temps were way too warm for me. I was hoping to run about a 3:10 or better. I would not run it again. I could be 50, or maybe 70. Also, the people for the most part were rude, and prices vary greatly, esp. for cabs, etc. Sort of a rip off. 
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Great Post-Katrina Event (2006)
Course: 4 Organization: 5 Fans: 3
M. W. from Mandeville, LA (2/11/06)
4-5 previous marathons | 3 Mardi Gras Marathons 

I run the half-marathon portion each year and think it's a great race - flat, fast, and includes some interesting parts of town. 

This year, 2006, was memorable for a couple reasons: 1) The proceeds went to relief for Hurricane Katrina. It was announced that a check for over 27K was being sent to Habitat for Humanity 2) It was the first major sporting event in New Orleans since the storm and 3) The race finished outside the SuperDome instead of inside. 

The finish was a major perk for me. If you haven't run the race before, finishing in the SuperDome is fun. But the "false finish" is a killer. The distance involved in running back around the building to get to the entrance is an unwelcome surprise after 12.5 miles. I much preferred the outdoor finish - when we made the final turn towards the Dome, we had a straight shot to the finish line. 

One of these years, I may pony up and run the whole marathon, but until then, the half marathon is a very fun race. The race is well-organized and water & Gatorade are plentiful. I'll be back annually so long as I'm around. 
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The Best Race Ever (2006)
Course: 5 Organization: 5 Fans: 5
K. C. from Tucson, AZ (2/8/06)
11-50 previous marathons | 1 Mardi Gras Marathon 

I was at the Mardi Gras Marathon, 2006, and I have to say this was *the* best organized race I've ever been to. And I've been to the large (Chicago) and the small (Shiprock). I just wanted everyone to know how great a job the NOTC and City of New Orleans did! Packet pick-up was easy, with enough vendors that I could pick up what I needed. The race started on time, outside the now infamous Superdome. They had someone calling out the time at every mile (which I've never seen in a race before and it *really* helped keep me on pace). They had power gel at every water stop, the stations were well-manned and enthusiastic, the later ones had cookies and candy. They announced my name twice in the race (entering Audobon Park and at the finish) which never happens to me since my name is "Kazumi"). There weren't many spectators, but they made up for it in enthusiasm! I even got Mardi Gras beads (and didn't have to show my sports bra). And the real kicker - they had the race results up online the very next day! As for the course, it's flat and fast, the weather is perfect at that time of year, and it goes through the best parts of the city. I PR'd, taking 20 minutes off my last best time, and was absolutely shocked. 

All proceeds go to rebuilding efforts of this great city. I know there was a lot of speculation and trepidation (on my part as well) about how they'd pull off this first major athletic event since Katrina, but it was flawless. 

I will be back for the Mardi Gras Marathon next year, and so should you! 


Mardi Gras notes from www.neworleans.com 

HISTORY OF MARDI GRAS 
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	Mardi Gras started a long, long time ago, and at different times in different places. Early Christians only performed baptisms on Easter Sunday. So people would fast and pray before being baptized, and that tradition became Lent. Mardi Gras Day is on Tuesday because it is the day before Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.

Human nature being what it is, people are inclined to go on a bender immediately before a period of deprivation, prayer, and fasting. Hence: Fat Tuesday. Christianity spread, and Lent spread along with it. My guess is that the next year after the first Lent, they wised-up and began celebrating Fat Tuesday also.

Timeline of Mardi Gras History

Early French history – For some reason, the French are famous for celebrating Fat Tuesday over the centuries. It must have something to do with their mix of wine, Catholicism, amorous French tendencies, the massive popularity of masking and satire during the French Renaissance.

1699 – Pierre Le Moyne settles in the Mississippi Delta and names his camp “Pointe du Mardi Gras”

1710 – Boeuf Graf Society forms in Mobile, the capital of the French territory of Louisianne.

1711 – First Mardi Gras parade is held in Mobile.

1719 – First two shiploads of slaves arrive from Africa.

1720s – Black slaves escape and co-mingle with local Native American tribes, notably the Houma and Natchez. The tradition of Mardi Gras Indians dates back to this common struggle against European colonists.

1723 – Nouvelle Orle’ans becomes capital of Louisianne territory.

1741 – Marquis de Vaudreuil, governor of Louisianne, establishes elegant society balls in the springtime, when the New Orleans weather is best.

1746 – First references to feathery Mardi Gras Indian costumes

1764 – First Acadians arrive in Louisianne. Over time, their name is mispronounced and eventually becomes "Cajun."

1783 – First black Mardi Gras group formed, called the Perserverence Benevolent & Mutual Aid Association

1803 –President Thomas Jefferson purchases the Louisiana Territory for the U.S.

1823 – Ban on Creole balls is lifted. The ban had been imposed in 1781 to quell the threat of slave uprisings.

1835 - 1837 – The first Mardi Gras float wheels through town, initiated by the Cowbellion Society from Mobile. They also organize a masked street procession, with some maskers in carriages or on horseback.

1840 – Antoine’s Restaurant opens, the oldest continuously operating restaurant in New Orleans.

1856 – Thirteen locals and six men of Mobile decide to make the first parade of floats. Their ball has over 3,000 guests.

1861-1864 – Civil War halts Mardi Gras parades.
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1867 – First krewe is established to organize a parade: The Krewe of Comus.

1871 – First recorded “throws” during a parade. A second krewe is established (The Twelfth Night Revelers), and they choose their Queen by drawing a golden bean out of a King Cake. The tradition of a King Cake is established.

1872 – The King Rex chooses the colors purple, green, and gold for their Mardi Gras parade. Those are still the official colors of Mardi Gras. The Russian Grand Duke Alexis is in town to see the first Rex parade.

1875 – Mardi Gras is declared a legal holiday in Louisiana.

1889 – Electricity lights marchers for the first time

1892 – The King Rex gives the colors meaning: gold for power, green for faith, purple for justice.

1899 – Temperatures dip to 7 degrees during the coldest Mardi Gras on record.
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1918-1920 – Mardi Gras cancelled during World War I

1933 – Rain and the height of the Depression cause the first and only rain-out for the Rex parade

1938 – Krewe of Hermes introduces the first neon lights on floats

1941 – First all-female parade rolls, organized by the Krewe of Venus

1942-1945 – Mardi Gras cancelled during World War II

1948 – Blaine Kern develops his first float for the Krewe of Alla. His family’s creations will create floats for generations and
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eventually become the feature attraction at Mardi Gras World in the Westbank

1949 – Zulu has the first celebrity king: Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong

1950 – The Duke and Duchess of Windsor visit Mardi Gras and make international news by bowing to the King of the Rex parade

1960 – Alvin Sharpe throws the first Mardi Gras doubloons in the Rex parade. The decorated aluminum coins become a traditional throw.

1970 –Krewe of Bacchus holds the first ball that is open to the public
1977 – Arthur Hardy makes his debut as Mr. Mardi Gras.

1988 – The “Coconut Bill” is passed by the state legislature, which bans Zulu from throwing their trademark coconuts from the float. Zulu begins to gently hand the coconuts to the crowds.

1996 – NewOrleans.com publishes this Mardi Gras site.

1998 – A better coconut: Willie Clark, a local telecom worker, invents a new, decorated coconut, which becomes is adopted by Zulu the next year.

Mardi Gras is famous for making memories hazy. The information in this timeline is as accurate as possible. If you have more information or corrections, please email us and we will do our best to keep the site as accurate as we can.



	


FUTURE DATES OF MARDI GRAS 

	Mardi Gras Day is always the day before Ash Wednesday, which as you know is different each year depending on the date of Easter Sunday.

Recipe for figuring the date of Mardi Gras Day:

Start at Easter. As you know, the date of Easter can vary greatly.

Forty days prior to Easter (not counting Sundays) is Lent. The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday.

The day before Ash Wednesday is Fat Tuesday – Mardi Gras Day, which is the final day of the Mardi Gras season.

The official beginning of the Mardi Gras season is Jan 6, which is called Twelfth Night (12 days after Christmas). On that cold night, a krewe called Phunny Phorty Phellows has their drunken streetcar parade down St. Charles Ave.

Most of the big parades start two Fridays before Mardi Gras Day. From this point on, parades will happen everyday until Fat Tuesday. See the schedule of parades for yourself at our Parade Schedule page.

In case you are as confused as the rest of the world, we’ve made it easy for you. Here are the dates of Mardi Gras Day for the next few years:

  February 20, 2007

  February 5, 2008

  February 24, 2009 



	Remember that parades and parties happen for almost two weeks prior to Mardi Gras Day, and check NewOrleans.com for the schedules every year.



	


MARDI GRAS DICTIONARY 

	Ball - A masked dance and party held by a krewe to celebrate Mardi Gras and introduce their royalty for the season. Some krewes have short variety performances based on that year’s theme.

Boeuf Gras – Literally “fat bull” in French. Since Fat Tuesday is the day before the beginning of Lent (when Catholics traditionally did not eat meat), this beast represents the last hurrah before plunging into asparagus, rice, and fish on Fridays. Up until 1909, the Rex parade walked a live bull through the streets. A paper mache version first appeared in 1959.
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Captain - The leader of each Carnival group or organization.

Carnival - The season immediately before Lent, when people enjoy the sensual pleasures of life. Eating, drinking, dancing...the whole bit. The word is derived from Latin: Carne levare, levamen (Farewell to flesh).

Court -The king, queen, maids and dukes of the krewe.

Den – A secret location where floats are built and stored when it's not Mardi Gras.

Doubloons – Fake coins with the krewe's logo or motto on the front (heads) and theme on the back (tails). Doubloons were first introduced by the Krewe of Rex in 1960.

Favor - A token of appreciation given by krewe members to friends attending the ball. This souvenir usually has the krewe’s insignia, name, and a date of issue. The item is a ring, pin, doubloon, or something similar.
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Flambeaux Carriers - Men who carry the torches for the parades. Traditionally, carriers were black and they lit the early parades. Nowadays streetlights illuminate routes, and gas-powered flambeaux carriers carry mostly tradition on their shoulders. It’s a tradition to throw coins to them for their efforts.

Float – The big things in between the bands and horses. People ride on them and throw beads. (C’mon, keep up with everyone else.) The first float probably rolled in the 1830s. For more information, see our history of Mardi Gras.

Indians - Mardi Gras Indians are mixed-race blacks and Native Americans around New Orleans. The roots of the group goes back the common struggle of these groups against European and American settlers. Mardi Gras Indians wear hand-stitched costumes with thousands of feathers.

Invitation – Hand-written invitations get you into the ball. I’ve never seen one, but if someone is feeling generous, please send one to Jon at welcome@neworleans.com.

King Cake - A circular cake that is purple, green, and gold. Despite the colors, people do actually eat them. They can be infused with cinnamon, berries, or cream, and most have a tiny plastic baby inside. Whoever gets the baby is supposed to buy the cake the next day.

Krewe - Carnival organizations that a organize Mardi Gras parade, hold a ball, and have Mardi Gras celebrations as their central purpose. The Mistick Krewe of Comus coined the word in 1857.

Lundi Gras - Fat Monday, the day before Fat Tuesday.
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Mardi Gras – Fat Tuesday. Also known as hours 72 to 96 of that day’s party.

Throws – Anything thrown from a float, including beads, trinkets, toys, aluminum doubloons, plastic cups, necklaces, and dolls.

Throw me something, Mister! – What you will find yourself yelling just before you knock over your 6-year old niece to get a strand of beads worth 30 cents.



	


--------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Six Continents Hotels <resconfirm@6c.com>

Date: Fri, 14 Jul 2006 21:26:49 -0600 (MDT)

Subject: Hotel Reservation Confirmation #62517133

Thank you for choosing Holiday Inn Hotel as your preferred hotel.  Below you will find the details of your reservation.   If you would like additional information about your destination hotel, we suggest you visit us online at http://www.holiday-inn.com

Confirmation Number & Guest Information

---------------------------------------

Confirmation #: 62517133

DIANA BURTON

--- HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS ----

Arrival date: Monday, February 19, 2007, 8 nights

1 room, 2 DBL BEDS Non Smoking   

NEW ORLEANS-DOWNTOWN, LA

330 LOYOLA AVE

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112 

504/581-1600

Additional information about this hotel can be found on the web at:

http://www.holiday-inn.com/msy-downtown

Nightly rate, per room & Additional Information

-------------------------------------

     SP EVENT:MARDI GRAS 19FEB07 - MIN STAY  2 NTS REQUIRED

     SP EVENT              RATE CHG 21FEB07                           2XP

     USD    171.00           153.00 WETHFRSASUMO                       .00

     AAA MEMBERSHIP RATE QUOTED

***********************************************************************

HOTEL INFORMATION -

RB $10; PRKG $15,PLUS TAX PER NIGHT.

GUESTS WILL BE REQD TO SIGN A RELEASE

FORM UPON ARRIVAL DUE TO POST HURRICANE

CONDITIONS WHICH ARE IMPACTING THE LEVEL

OF SERVICES AND THE LENGTH OF OCCUPANCY

WE CAN PROVIDE AT THIS TIME.

***********************************************************************

DEP ENTIRE STAY DUE BY 05JAN07

24 HRS OPEN

PRIORITY CHECK-IN AVAILABLE AFTER 16:00

   HOLIDAY INN

   330 LOYOLA AVE

   NEW ORLEANS  LA  70112

   504/581-1600

TAX-PER NIGHT 13 PCT AND 1.00 USD. NOT INCLUDED IN RATE.

TAX DESC-OCCUPANCY TAX

Guarantee Type & Cancellation Policy

------------------------------------

American Express

IF CXL AFTER 6PM 05JAN07 OR NO SHOW ENTIRE STAY PYMT WILL BE FORFEITED

If you have any questions or your plans change, please contact 1-800-HOLIDAY or your local international reservations number for assistance.  We look forward to serving you with your future travel needs.  Most hotels are independently owned and/or operated
From: Maricar A <njchem@yahoo.com>

To: Diana E Burton <dianab@juno.com>

Date: Sun, 16 Jul 2006 16:56:52 -0700 (PDT)

Subject: Re: New Orleans air tickets

This is it. Let's buy now while it's under 300.

--- Diana E Burton <dianab@juno.com> wrote:

> I'm confusing myself, but I think we agreed to this ticket.  I've got too darned many tickets floating around . . . .   > Do we buy now or wait?  This is your taking 3 days off school, coming in late Wednesday.  I'll be there from Monday (below). 

> 

> Maybe wait and see how we feel after SFO?  

From: Maricar A <njchem@yahoo.com>

To: Diana E Burton <dianab@juno.com>

Date: Fri, 14 Jul 2006 08:07:44 -0700 (PDT)

Subject: Re: N.Orleans -- rush?

I want the NO, $266.  Where I leave Wed night, take Thurs, Fri and Mon off.  

I'm not paying $400 to come home Sunday.  I'm just not.  That's stupid.

When are you going?  That's the important thing.  Do we want to pay for Wed night?  Or should we go Thurs morning?

Back to Story - Help



In New Orleans: The Allure of Disaster Tourism 

Rolf PottsMon Mar 13, 11:52 AM ET 

In the days leading up to Mardi Gras a couple weeks ago, I fielded some strange questions from camera-clutching visitors to the city of New Orleans, where I've lived off and on the for past year and a half.  Though the post-Katrina streets of the French Quarter had grown encouragingly festive and rowdy in anticipation of Fat Tuesday, these queries had nothing to do with how to get to Bourbon Street, where to find the best gumbo, or when to head into the Faubourg Marigny to catch a jazz band.

Rather, the question at the front of many travelers' minds was this:  "How do you get to the Lower Ninth Ward?"

One year ago, before the devastation of the 2005 hurricane season, the Lower Ninth Ward (which lies well to the east of areas covered by local guidebooks) wouldn't have registered the faintest blip on the New Orleans travel radar.  After the flooding that followed Hurricane Katrina, however, the Lower Ninth Ward suddenly transformed into a tourist attraction.  Visitors were coming to the Big Easy to watch Mardi Gras parades and drink mint juleps, sure — but many people also wanted to see the working-class neighborhood that had become a symbol of human suffering in the dramatic images that filled TV screens after the storm.

On a certain level, of course, seeking to combine a Mardi Gras sojourn with a foray into the flood-wracked streets of the Ninth Ward smacked of voyeurism and vulgarity — kind of like traveling to Dresden to celebrate Oktoberfest in 1946.  After all, the ruined homes that litter the low-lying neighborhood aren't tourist attractions — they are a sad testament to the pain and loss of the people who lived there.

Still, in an era of global mass media and secondhand experience, a tourist foray into the flood zone promised something that has become increasingly rare: a travel experience that is vividly, irrevocably authentic.  Hence, despite the ethical complexities behind such an activity, journeying into to the Lower Ninth Ward carried a tantalizing allure.

I should know: After so many queries from other travelers, I picked up a camera and went there myself.

Crass as this might seem, it was actually in keeping with a time-honored travel tradition.  Indeed, the present-day notion of what defines a tourist attraction might revolve around monuments, culture, and nightlife, but it wasn't so long ago that travelers found interest in the most basic realities of a new place.  In the nineteenth century, tour groups visited factories, schools, prisons, and morgues. And seeking out local disaster and war zones was a natural extension of any itinerary. 

Thomas Cook started taking British travelers on tours of American Civil War battlefields in 1865; a couple years later, Mark Twain and his cohorts famously toured the war-torn city of Sevastopol (where Twain chided his travel companions for carrying off armfuls of shrapnel as souvenirs).

Over a century later, the same impulse to seek out recent human tragedy results in high tourist demand to see places like Cambodia's "Killing Fields," or the "Ground Zero" area of lower Manhattan.  Unlike the monuments built to commemorate them, which sometimes devolve into kitsch (think Civil War statues and social-realist Soviet murals), disaster zones have a rawness that defies anything but a visceral interpretation of what happened there. Free of curators, ticket-takers, and media middlemen, the grim reality of places like the Lower Ninth Ward speaks for itself.

Opting to travel by private car, I arrived to find the Ninth Ward host to an eclectic mix of visitors: disaster volunteers, returned residents, TV crews, and rubberneckers — black and white alike — most of them brandishing video cameras.  Much as crowds are drawn to the Mona Lisa in the Louvre, people seemed to gravitate toward the breach in the Industrial Canal levee, where hundreds of houses had been smashed into rubble by the waters, and a huge brown river barge had come to rest on the nose of a neighborhood school bus.

This part of New Orleans had one of the highest rates of black home-ownership in the U.S., and the streets were now choked with the muddied detritus of domestic normalcy: weed-whackers, pet food, barbells.  A moldy suitcase sat in the middle of an intersection, bearing a copy of "How to Be an Effective Teacher"; a fencepost, stripped of chain link, skewered a couch cushion.  Pickup trucks sat upended in living rooms; house roofs sat crumpled on top of minivans.  The devastation went on for two dozen blocks in every direction.

As I walked past the rubble, I was joined by Dennis, a fortyish black man who'd evacuated his Ninth Ward house the night before Katrina hit.  Now, six months after evacuating, he was returning for the first time — a sightseer in his own neighborhood.  When I asked him what he thought of outsiders like me poking around this corner of the city, he shrugged.  "It doesn't bother me," he said.  "Hopefully, you'll see what happened here, and realize you're at least as lucky as I am."

"Lucky?  How so?"

"I lost everything," he said. "But I kept everybody.  That's Mardi Gras enough for me."

------------------------------------

Tip Sheet: Travel Tips for Post-Katrina New Orleans

1) Just go.

In a city where 15% of all jobs were tied to tourism — and where tourist revenues paid for 30% of the city's operating budget — visitors are welcome in New Orleans like never before.  After six months of hosting soldiers, reporters, and reconstruction contractors, each new traveler is a welcome sign of normalcy in the Big Easy.

2) Revisit the clichés.

Though veteran New Orleans travelers typically shy away from mass draws like Bourbon Street and riverboat cruises, the current lack of French Quarter crowds gives these experiences a whole new perspective.   There's no better time to hit a jazz bar, buy voodoo trinkets, or chug a Hurricane.

3) Support the arts.

New Orleans has long been home to one of the most vibrant artistic communities in North America, and all aspects of the arts were hit hard by the disaster.  While in town, be sure to hit the galleries and museums, browse the bookstores, and catch some live music or poetry.  A can't-miss event later this month is the 20th annual Tennessee Williams/New Orleans Festival, which features plays, readings, literary panels, and master classes, from March 30th through April 2nd.

4) Dig in.

Few American cities can compete with the distinctiveness of New Orleans cuisine — and local restaurants have recovered well.  During Mardi Gras, I had fabulous meals at places ranging from the historical Napoleon House in the French Quarter to the upscale Creole fare of the Upperline uptown to the budget-friendly Verti Mart on Royal Street (504-525-4767).  For more information, see New Orleans Online or NewOrleansRestaurants.com.

5) Donate or volunteer.

New Orleans still has a long way to go to rebuild; research responsible ways to donate through Charity Navigator.  For independent travelers willing to live on-site and work for a recovery organization with an activist slant, the Common Ground Collective, which provides grassroots aid in the Lower Ninth Ward and other affected areas of New Orleans, is a good choice.

If curious about the extent of flood and hurricane damage in New Orleans, keep in mind that almost all of the city was affected — not just the Ninth Ward.  Most any drive out of the French Quarter will yield some perspective on the extent of the damage.  Just remember to be respectful in your sightseeing, and avoid damaged neighborhoods at night, since streetlights seldom work and the debris can wreak havoc on car tires.  For a more formal approach to aftereffects of Katrina, Gray Line Tours of New Orleans offers bus tours of affected areas.
Downtown Information from Holiday Inn
Convention Center Ernest Morial Convention Ctr.
· Convention Distance 1 MI  /  1.61 KM 

· Complimentary Shuttle 

· Taxi Fee $5.00  (USD) 

Local Insider 

Must See: 
French Quarter and Bourbon St., D-Day Museum, Mississippi River Cruises, Aquarium of the Americas, Harrah's Casino, Audubon Zoo, Jackson Square, Garden District, Historic Cemeteries, 150ft Clarinet Mural, Jazz Murals and Artwork throughout the Hotel.

Must Do: 

Take a ride on the St. Charles Street Car Line, Enjoy Beignets at Cafe Du Monde, Sample a "Hurricane" a Pat O' Briens, Take a Swamp Tour or an Air Boat Ride, Enjoy a ride on a Mississippi Paddlewheeler on the river, jump on our complimentary shuttle.

What's New: 

Six Flags New Orleans Theme Park, Ogden Museum of Southern Art, National D-Day Museum, New Orleans Hornets (NBA),

Don't Go Home Without: 

Beignets Mix, Fresh Local Seafood, Voodoo Doll, Mardi Gras Beads, Lots of great shopping and Memories.

Tips: 

Make your dinner reservations early in advance of your trip, plan an extra day as there is lots to do and see in New Orleans.

Attractions
· French Quarter (0.25 MI  /  0.4 KM ) 

· Cruise Ship Terminal (1 MI  /  1.61 KM ) 

· Morial Convention Center (1 MI  /  1.61 KM ) 

· Harrah's Casino (0.5 MI  /  0.8 KM ) 

· D-Day Museum (0.75 MI  /  1.21 KM ) 

· IMAX/Aquarium of the Americas (0.5 MI  /  0.8 KM ) 

· Bourbon St. (0.5 MI  /  0.8 KM ) 

· Fairgrounds Racetrack / Jazz Festival (5 MI  /  8.05 KM ) 

· New Orleans Center Shopping Mall (0.25 MI  /  0.4 KM ) 

· Audubon Zoo (4 MI  /  6.44 KM ) 

· Warehouse / Art District (0.5 MI  /  0.8 KM ) 

· Riverwalk Mall Shopping (1 MI  /  1.61 KM ) 

· St. Charles Avenue Streetcar Line (0.5 MI  /  0.8 KM ) 

· Superdome / Arena-NO Saints/Hornets Basketball (0.25 MI  /  0.4 KM ) 

HURRICANE KATRINA
“AMERICA 'S WORST CATASTROPHE” 
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An eyewitness account of the events surrounding the most devastating natural disaster on American soil! 

· Learn the history of the original city, the French Quarter, and why it was built at this particular location along the Mississippi River.

· We'll drive past an actual levee that “breached” and see the resulting devastation that displaced hundreds of thousands of U.S. residents. 

· The direct connection between America 's disappearing coastal wetlands, oil & gas pipelines, levee protection and hurricane destruction will be explained.

· Your tour guide will give a “local's” chronology of events leading up to Hurricane Katrina and the days immediately following the disaster. 

· This tour will travel through neighborhoods such as Lakeview, Gentilly, New Orleans East, and the Ninth Ward. 

· You'll be amazed at the volume and variety of products “offloaded” in the multimodal port of New Orleans , the second largest port in the country, and then distributed to your hometown. 

· Did you know that 30% of the seafood (fish, crabs, shrimp, oysters, and crawfish) harvested in the lower 48 states comes from the coastal wetlands in South Louisiana?

· After this tour, you'll have a better understanding of events pre and post Katrina and the “Rebirth of New Orleans!
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Travel Through Three Centuries of
history, legends and romance as you encounter
"The City That Care Forgot!" 
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Absorb the sights & sounds of the world famous French Quarter and historic Jackson Square, home of the Cabildo and Presbytere Museums.

Visit one of our historic cemeteries, referred to as "Cities of the Dead," and learn about this unique above ground burial system.

Marvel at stories of voodoo and piracy on Bayou St. John, the waterway used by Jean Lafitte and his band of pirates, as we make our way to the shores of Lake Pontchartrain.  View the longest bridge over water in the world, the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway.  
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	Follow the path of the St. Charles Avenue streetcar, the oldest continuously operating passenger railway system in the world, past the homes of former Kings & Queens of Mardi Gras, stately mansions and the world-famous, exclusive Garden District.

View Tulane and Loyola Universities across from Audubon Park, home to one of the top five zoos in the nation, The Audubon Zoo. 



Includes cemetery stop and narrated motorcoach tour. 

	Super City 

	Tour Information

	Tour Length:
	2 Hours

	Departure Times:
	10am & 2pm 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday
Noon (through 11/30/06)
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday 

	Departs From:
	Gray Line Lighthouse Ticket Office located at Toulouse St. and the Mississippi River in the French Quarter.

	Cost:
	Adult: $28.00
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Combination
Steamboat Natchez Cruise (Paddle)
Plus Super City Tour (Wheel)
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After your exciting Super City Tour by motorcoach, board the historic Steamboat Natchez, one of Six Authentic Steamboats left on the Mississippi River.

Enjoy a Steam Calliope Concert daily. Tap your feet to Live Jazz (seasonal) on every cruise.

This two-hour day cruise takes you back to a time when cotton was king and life was as slow and graceful as the current on the Mississippi River.

Enjoy the Captain's narration of the highlights of one of the world's busiest ports.

Tour the Historic Steam Engine Room and learn how steam powers the engines to turn the Paddlewheel and provide the energy for the delightful tunes of the calliope.

Cruise past the Chalmette Battlefield, where Jean Lafitte and his buccaneers joined forces with Andrew Jackson to defeat the British in the Battle of New Orleans.
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	Enjoy a Creole lunch (additional cost-$9.00 per adult/advanced purchase).

Tour and cruise may be taken on separate days. 





Includes 2-hour narrated motorcoach tour
and 2-hour paddle wheeler boat cruise.
Vessel boarding begins one-half hour prior to departure.
Refreshments and souvenirs available on boat.

	Paddle & Wheel

	Tour Information

	Tour Length:
	2 hour tour + 2 hour cruise

	Departure Times:
	10 am & 2pm,
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 
Noon - Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday (through 11/30/06) 
Steamboat Natchez departs @ 2:30 pm Wednesday through Sunday. 

	Departs From:
	Gray Line Lighthouse Ticket Office located at Toulouse St. and the Mississippi River in the French Quarter.

	Cost:
	Adult: $40.00


[image: image29.png]4?»
ﬁﬂt’kl%“‘ ER




	[image: image62.jpg]



	Let your own 'local expert' unravel the mysteries of America's oldest and most unique living neighborhood! 

Follow in the footsteps of historic figures as you stroll along the Mighty Mississippi, through the French Market and Jackson Square, down the banquettes (sidewalks) of quaint streets named for saints and sinners from our European past. 

See the old Quarter come to life as your guide explains its secrets and helps you understand all it has to offer - architecture, courtyards, food, music, art and gardens. 


	French Quarter Walking Tour

	Tour Information

	Tour Length:
	2.5 Hours

	Departure Times:
	1 pm
Tuesday - Sunday (through 11/30/06)
1pm
Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday
Beginning 12/1/06 - 2/28/07

	Departs From:
	Gray Line Lighthouse Ticket Office located at Toulouse St. and the Mississippi River in the French Quarter.

	Cost:
	Adult: $24.00
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Visit the "American" section of town that was built to rival the architectural splendor of the Creoles' French Quarter! Enjoy a walk through New Orleans' elegant Garden District, known for its marvelous examples of Greek Revival and Italianate architecture. Homes of former Kings and Queens of Mardi Gras are located in this area ... once part of the plantation owned by Bienville, the founder of New Orleans. 
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View the former residence of celebrated author Anne Rice, as well as the house where Jefferson Davis died in 1889; and Toby's Corner, the oldest house in the area (built in 1838). Visit Lafayette Cemetery, one of our Cities of the Dead, and learn about our unusual above-ground burial system. 
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Gray Line New Orleans features high-tech wireless headsets on the Garden District Walking Tour. With the wireless tour system, you can hear every word spoken by the tour guide clearly and distinctly from a comfortable distance; there is no need to be right next to the guide to understand the full tour narration. The system is also a favorite for the hearing impaired who can increase the volume level to meet their individual needs. Please note:  the audio system will not be used during inclement weather. 

A short stop for refreshments is included on our stroll through this beautiful section of New Orleans. 

Includes climate controlled transportation to 
and from Garden District and narrated tour. 
	Garden District Walking Tour

	Tour Information

	Tour Length:
	2.25 Hours

	Departure Times:
	10 am
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

	Departs From:
	Gray Line Lighthouse Ticket Office located at Toulouse St. and the Mississippi River in the French Quarter.

	Cost:
	Adult: $20.00 
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A nighttime walking tour of the French Quarter
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New Orleans has been referred to as "The most haunted city in America." After this tour, we'll let you be the judge!

With its colorful history and unique traditions, it is no wonder so many New Orleans homes and taverns have been investigated by paranormal investigators.

You'll visit several haunted sites and hear about the stories featured on The History Channel and The Discovery Channel.

When it rains in the French Quarter, the locals swear a beautiful voice floats out of the mist. After you hear the story of Pere' Dagobert vs. "Bloody" O'Reilly and the "singing rain," you might hear it too.

Will you see any of the ghosts that inhabit the famous Bourbon Orleans Hotel - formerly a theater, ballroom, orphanage and convent? The staff and guests report regular sightings of uninvited guests!

We don't promise you will see a ghost, but we will show you where you're most likely to meet one! 

	Ghosts and Spirits Tour

	Information

	Length:
	2 Hours

	Departure Times:
	6pm 
Nightly

	Departs From:
	Gray Line Information booth on the ground level of the Jackson Brewery. 

	Cost:
	Adult: $22.00
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An Escorted Dining and Music Tradition
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Enjoy an evening as a native New Orleanian and meet people from around the world on this intimate tour of dining and music in the French Quarter! 

The evening begins with a three course dinner at Tujague's Restaurant, a New Orleans tradition since 1856 and the second oldest restaurant in New Orleans.

Your tour guide will then lead you on a stroll along world famous Bourbon Street on your way to a local nightclub to enjoy native jazz music.

Enjoy a complimentary cocktail as you listen to the sounds of New Orleans music. 
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The evening winds down with another local tradition - Café Au Lait & Beignets (chicory coffee and French doughnuts).
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You'll feel like a true native New Orleanian as your tour guide escorts you through a "Crescent City Night".


Includes dinner & gratuity, admission to nightclub,
cocktail, coffee & beignets, and souvenir Mardi Gras beads.

You must be 21 years or older for this tour. 

	Crescent City Nights

	Tour Information

	Tour Length:
	3.5 Hours

	Departure Times:
	6:00 pm
Friday & Saturday

	Departs From:
	Gray Line Information booth on the ground level of Jackson Brewery.

	Cost:
	Adult: $67.00 


Sources: 
www.Nola.com for parade list 

www.Cityofno.com
State office of tourism at 504 568 5661.  

French Quarter Hotels 800 877 4623 

Robert Florence, owner of Historic N.O. Tours 504 583 7309 

Try Palm Court Café on Decateur for entertainment or Snug Harbour just outside of the French Quarter 
Visit Tourism office at Basin Street Station on corner of Louis Armstrong Park just past the cemetery.  
Maricar’s report from N.Orleans called Greeting from the Bayou!:
Wish you were here.  We are having a blast.  Eating lots of southern food.  Yum. Grease! 

I got in real late Wed night.  Yesterday, we toured the city with a walking tour.  Then we ate at a famous restaurant for lunch and had po' boys, which is just a sub with whatever you want on it.  We just had to have it b/c it was a New Orleans classic.  I had soft crab shell.  YUM!  And D had BBQ.  We met a nice girl b/c I went up to her and asked what she was eating.  We learned about a swamp tour, so we went on a swamp alligator tour.  The tour guide used to be the director of the Marine Corps Marathon!  Isn't this the smallest world!  We learned lots about alligators, snakes, etc.  We even saw a house that was ripped from its' foundation and it floated down the river at least 2 miles from its' orginal location!  Where we are, the touristy part of NO was not touched too bad by Katrina.  But we will see the outskirts tomorrow in our katrina disaster tour. 

We then had dinner at a restaurant called ACME OYSTER HOUSE.   Famous for its' restaurant for seafood.  We had oysters, raw and fried, gumbo, jambalaya, and all this southern grease!  

Then we went to a haunted house walking tour of the city.  It was awesome!  We have been on our feet seeing the city for 13 hours! 

Just woke up.  We are off the have a famous NO breakfast.  Then for more touring of the mansions of NO and famous cemeteries.  Then I want to eat some more!  Then off to a Steamboat tour of the Mississippi River.  Then an IMAX movie on Katrina that Diana said was amazing.  She's willing to see it twice! 

Then more food!  I love southern food!  I'm looking for some crispy fried chicken!  I love getting to know a place with the menu.  As you can see.

Haven't run a step.  Tomorrow is the expo!  More later. 

Love, M
Maricar’s photo show cover:
Top Things We Loved About the New Orleans Marathon.....
1. Organization was amazing for a small marathon.   All water stops were fully stocked starting at mile 1
with gatorade, food, vaseline. They never ran out of anything. They fed you well all throughout the course. Every water stop was supportive, especially the dudes in the red dress water station.

2. Running through French Quarters, all types of neighborhoods, including Katrina affected, beautiful parks and a taste of the city throughout the entire run.

3. Finish line was amazing food. Medals gorgeous and purple technical shirt amazing.

4. Tourist marathon destination. We ate all southern food, jambalaya, gumbo, beignets (12 total for
Maricar), po' boys, oysters, shrimp, fried chicken, and 9 lbs of grease!

5. Took alligator tours, Katrina tours, haunted house tour, history of the city tours, steamboat ride on the Mississippi tours, historical house tours.   
6. Great touristy marathon and definitely voted as one of the top three destination marathons you should go to. Media doesn't cover Katrina good enough. You have to visit and see for yourself. New Orleans is a city with tons of history and tons of fun.

Y'all should check it out! 
Liberty Ladies on a quest for 7 in '07 - 2 down, 5 to go 
Diana’s email to Jon:

Thanks for your note.  Just home now that we're done with Mardi Gras.  It was the fifth marathon in five months and on top of the Fat Tuesday celebrations, it was a great 8 days.  Now I have nothing until Boston other than a few vacation type trips and two half marathons. 

New Orleans is absolutely our favorite destination marathon along with SFO.  All very well done and super fun.  I'd expected crime but didn't find it and learned that they had nothing go wrong during Mardi Gras's Fat Tuesday and hadn't had a killing since early December.  The crime I had been concerned about was out in the suburbs and drug related.  I just don't believe the city itself has the problem like the news made out.  

Yes, we stayed at the Holiday Inn Superdome, just a couple blocks from start and finish.  It;s been completely redone and was fine and plenty cheap.  Downtown is pretty empty and its going to take a long while to get the city back up to its hayday if it ever happens.  

After days of walking tours and evening tours and ghost tours and limited sleep and poor eating I am really quite okay with our 5:33 time. It included hundreds of pics, a few too many potty stops. and carrying a big flag for awhile and lots of talking and laughing and drinking a martini and half a beer too.  One of the best stops was the guys in red dresses and their beer on tap.  The next best was people we met in Audubon Park where we stopped for the martini.  Really friendly folks.   

We are going to add to marathonguide.com that New Orleans is a must do!!!!

Diana email to Stephanie with Maricar’s:
Steph, Thanks for thinking of us.  Wish you were here.  We are having a blast.  Eating lots of southern food.  Yum. Grease!

I got in real late Wed night.  Yesterday, we toured the city with a walking tour.  Then we ate at a famous

restaurant for lunch and had po' boys, which is just a sub with whatever you want on it.  We just had to have it b/c it was a New Orleans classic.  I had soft crab shell.  YUM!  And D had BBQ.  We met a nice girl (from Miami) b/c I went up to her and asked what she was eating.  We learned about the swamp tour she was ready to go on, so we went on a swamp alligator tour with her.  Coincidence -- the tour guide used to be the director of the Marine Corps Marathon!  A retired LTC in the Marine Corps and now a well educated fish and wildlife educated guy.  Isn't this the smallest world!  We learned lots about alligators,

snakes, etc.  We even saw a house that was ripped from its' foundation and it floated down the river at least 2 miles from its' orginal location!  Where we are, the touristy part of NO was not touched too bad by

Katrina.  But we will see the outskirts on Saturday in our katrina disaster tour.

We then had dinner at a restaurant called ACME Oyster House, famous for its seafood.  We had oysters, raw and fried, gumbo, jambalaya, and all this southern grease!  

Then we went to a haunted house walking tour of the city.  It was awesome!  The French quarter looks so much better in the twilight.  We have been on our feet seeing the city for 13 hours!

Just woke up.  We are off the have a famous NOrleans breakfast.  Then for more touring of the mansions of NO and famous cemeteries.  Then I want to eat some more!  Then off to a Steamboat tour of the Mississippi River.  Then an IMAX movie on Katrina that Diana said was amazing.  She's willing to see it twice!   Then more food!

I love southern food!  I'm looking for some crispy fried chicken!  I love getting to know a place with the menu.  As you can see.

Haven't run a step.  Tomorrow is the expo!

More later.  Love, M

Met: 
Joyce and Tracey Hightower from Fort Worth, Texas.  Joyce is about 65, ran in 4:45, does about one a month, and was with a group of ladies called Texas Team No Cry Babies.  R_hightower@charter.net
Michelle, the virgin half marathon who kept us company.  She’s a psychiatrist with the VA hospital and her husband is a plastic surgeon in Houma, LA.  See website for Dr. Mark Peters.  
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